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A

Introduction

This publication, Garda Recorded Crime Statistics 2004-2008, is the third annual CSO report

featuring data recorded on the Garda PULSE (Police Using Leading Systems Effectively) and the

FCPS (Fixed Charge Penalty System) systems.

This report builds on last year’s annual report which used the Irish Crime Classification System

(ICCS) to categorise crime, for each year between 2003 and 2007. The ICCS replaced the

Headline/Non-Headline classification, with its various sub-groupings, which was used for annual

statistics up to 2005.

• Full details of the ICCS are available via the CSO homepage at www.cso.ie.

The current report features detailed information on the volume of offences recorded and detected

by An Garda Síochána between 2004 and 2008 in each ICCS offence group. The report also

contains more detailed information on offences recorded in 2008, namely relevant court

proceedings, convictions, profiles of those convicted and a detailed breakdown of offences by

Garda Region and Division. These details are available for all years (2003 - 2008 incl.) on our

website:

• See http://www.cso.ie/releasespublications/pr_crimejust.htm.

A more regular update on the volume of offences being recorded on the PULSE system is provided

in the CSO’s quarterly Recorded Crime release.

Background

In 2006 the CSO assumed responsibility for the publication of recorded crime statistics from An

Garda Síochána. Prior to this, recorded crime statistics were published as part of the Crime

Statistics section of Garda Annual Reports. An Garda Síochána ceased including this section in

their annual reports from 2006, in recognition that the CSO was to assume this responsibility.

The information supplied in this report refers only to criminal incidents known to An Garda

Síochána and recorded as such. Obviously, not every crime comes to the attention of An Garda
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Síochána, and the CSO provides additional information on non-recorded crime through its

Victimisation surveys.

• See http://www.cso.ie/releasespublications/pr_crimejust.htm

Reference Period: 2004 to 2008

This publication is based on data that existed as of early-October, 2009, relating to offences

recorded between January 1, 2004 up to and including December 31, 2008.

All data recorded on PULSE (and FCPS) has the potential to be revised as additional information

becomes available. This is because of the nature of criminal incidents, the nature of the reporting

of same by members of the public, follow-up investigations and characteristics of consequential

activities by the broader justice system. For this reason, the 2008 data was not taken from the

system until October 2009, to allow as much updating as possible to take place. Similarly, data

from previous years is also subject to slight changes as more up-to-date information is added to

the system.
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Structure of report

1. The detail of the report is preceded by a summary chapter to give readers a broad overview of

the main trends in the data for each of the 16 ICCS offence groupings. This information is

intended to be indicative of broad trends only for each group at the top level and should be

interpreted with reference to the detailed information on specific offences within the group.

2. Each of the 16 ICCS offence groupings is covered in a separate chapter of the report, which

provides detailed information on the specific offences within the group.

Each chapter looks primarily at the number of offences recorded and detected within a particular

offence group and also the extent to which the volume of offences is increasing or decreasing for

that offence-type, over time. Information is provided for each offence in the classification.

Each chapter contains four main tables describing the recorded and detected offences for the

group.

Table X.1 – Number of recorded and detected offences, 2004 - 2008

Table X.2 – Court outcomes for offences with relevant proceedings, 2008

Table X.3 – Persons with relevant convictions (by age and sex), 2008

Table X.4 – Breakdown of individual offence types (recorded and detected) by Garda Region

and Division, 2007 - 2008

Supplementary tables are added to some chapters to provide more detail on other issues relevant

to a particular offence-type (e.g. profile of victims, weapons used, drug types etc.).

If there are technical notes relevant to a particular offence group these are included at the start of

the chapter.

The data used for most of this publication originate in the Garda PULSE (Police Using Leading

Systems Effectively) and the FCPS (Fixed Charge Penalty System) systems.

The full version of each table in this report containing detailed information for each offence in the

classification from 2003 to 2008 is available at www.cso.ie.
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Technical notes

This section explains some of the technical terms that feature in the report.

The first table in each chapter contains the volume of ‘recorded’ and ‘detected’ offences for each

year from 2004 to 2008.

Recorded Offences

Offences reported or which become known to members of An Garda Síochána are recorded when,

on the balance of probability, a Garda determines that a criminal offence defined by law has taken

place, and there is no credible evidence to the contrary.

If it is subsequently determined that a criminal offence did not take place, the criminal offence

recorded is invalidated and is not counted in the statistics. If a person makes a report and

subsequently withdraws it by stating that the criminal act did not take place, then this too is

invalidated unless there is evidence to suggest that, by reasonable probability, the offence has

taken place.

For criminal offences where victim confirmation is required (e.g. assault, fraud), a criminal offence

is recorded only where the victim confirms the offence or where there is evidence to suggest that

by reasonable probability it occurred.

Another important feature of a recorded offence is that it is based on the date reported to, or that it

became known to, the Gardaí. This has major implications for some offence types. Notable

amongst these are sexual offences, as it has often been the case that such offences have been

reported to An Garda Síochána many years (sometimes decades) after the event(s). Thus a

sexual assault, which occurred in 1960, would be included in the statistics for 2006 if it was first

reported in that year.

Detected Offences

Detailed guidelines exist within An Garda Síochána to determine whether a crime incident may be

flagged as 'detected'.

The main criteria for classifying an offence as 'detected' is when criminal proceedings have been

commenced for at least one person for the offence.

However, there are a number of scenarios where an offence will be considered detected even

though criminal proceedings may not be initiated. For these reasons, the number of detected

offences exceeds the number of offences with relevant convictions, for some offence groups.

For example:

- Approval may have been granted for a child to be dealt by An Garda Síochána under the

Juvenile Diversion Programme, as provided for in the Children’s Act 2001, rather than face

formal court proceedings.

- An offender may have died before proceedings could be initiated.
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- An essential witness may be permanently unable or unwilling to co-operate with court

proceedings.

This is not an exhaustive list of the criteria used to mark a crime as 'detected'

Relevant Proceedings

The second table in each chapter of the report describes the ‘relevant proceedings’ that were

commenced for each offence-type in the group.

The decision to take proceedings on the basis of a recorded offence appears to be the most logical

conclusion to the life-cycle of an offence. However, the relationship between recorded offences

and court outcomes is not straightforward.

The problem is that the charged offence may never have been recorded as an offence on the

PULSE system. It can (and does) happen that, at the time of a decision whether to charge, the

evidence is such that a different offence is charged to the one originally recorded. Sometimes the

offence charged is more serious than the original recorded offence and sometimes it is less

serious. Therefore the relationship between the recorded offence and the subsequent proceeding

is affected, and this proceeding may not be relevant to the original offence.

The concept of ‘relevant proceedings’ has been introduced to link the specific primary offence to a

relevant court outcome. Decisions have been taken by the CSO as to which proceedings are

relevant to the original “counting” offence (see Counting Rules, Background Notes).

• Tables of relevant offences for each ICCS grouping are available from the CSO website.

http://www.cso.ie/surveysandmethodologies/survey_crime.htm

Convictions

There can be a significant passage of time between a crime incident and any subsequent court

outcome. The length of this passage of time is highly dependent on the offence type in question.

More serious offences can take longer to investigate and prosecute, whereas many minor

offences can be dealt with summarily by the courts. Therefore, it is not surprising that, for some

ICCS groups in particular, data on court outcomes is subject to revision each year. For this reason,

each table with convictions data includes the number of cases which are pending including those

with appeals allowed, to give a more complete picture of the progression of 2008 offences through

the system. This data should be considered a snapshot of the court proceedings at a point in time

(October, 2009) rather than a final picture of all proceedings brought in relation to offences

recorded in 2008.

When a conviction is returned for a particular offence this typically means that an offender has

been convicted of that particular offence and some subsequent order has been made. However,

convictions (for the purposes of this report) also include cases where the case against an offender

is deemed proven but the judge makes an order without a formal conviction, and cases where the

Probation of Offenders Act is applied.
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Persons with Relevant Convictions

The third table in each chapter provides a profile by age and sex of persons with relevant

convictions. It is important to note that there is not a one-to-one relationship between the number of

offences with relevant proceedings and convictions (Table 2), and the number of persons

convicted (Table 3).

For example, it is possible that two people could be convicted of a homicide offence. Table 2 would

show a single homicide offence, recorded and detected, with one relevant proceeding and

conviction. However, Table 3 would then provide the age and sex of the two convicted offenders.

Consequently the total number of convictions would be slightly different to the total number of

persons convicted.

Rates per population

The fourth table in each chapter contains a breakdown of specific offences by Garda Division and

District. In addition to containing the absolute numbers of offences recorded and detected, this

table presents the rate for each recorded offence type per 100,000 of population, for each division

and district. This is simply achieved by dividing the number of offences recorded by the population

for the area, and multiplying by 100,000. This provides a common basis for comparing the

prevalence of offences across administrative areas of different population size.

Garda Regions and Divisions

The fundamental unit for Garda geography is the level of the Garda Station. Stations are then

aggregated to District level, then Division and Region. This geography is unique to An Garda

Síochána.

An Garda Síochána have made a strategic decision to, and have begun the process of, moving to

county-based geography. This will, in time, facilitate the examination of recorded crime data in the

context of data held by, among others, Local Authorities.

See Background Information.
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This chapter provides a broad overview of the changes in recorded and detected offences across

the 16 top level offence groups of the Irish Crime Classification System (ICCS) up to the end of

2008. It looks at the short-term trend between 2007 and 2008 and also at the changes in recorded

crime between 2004 and 2008.

Notes on interpretation

Classification

Each ICCS Group is made up of many different types of offence that may not be fully represented

in the title of the group. For this reason, it is necessary to examine the detail of each group to

determine which particular offences are driving change in the group as a whole.

Percentage change

The absolute number of offences varies widely from group to group and this must be borne in mind

when interpreting percentage change, and making comparisons between groups. For example, in

2008 there were 89 Homicide Offences (ICCS Group 01) and 76,863 Theft and Related Offences

(ICCS Group 08). The same level of percentage change in each of these groups would represent

vastly different numbers of recorded offences. See Table B.1 for percentage change in recorded

offences.

Factors affecting change

The change apparent in any offence group over time can be caused by many different factors,

including for example, criminal behaviour, Garda activity, legislative changes and changes to the

classification of particular offences.

Garda Recorded Crime Statistics 2004-2008 11
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09 Fraud, Deception andRelated Offences

08 Theft and Related Offences

07 Burglary and RelatedOffences
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04 Dangerous or Negligent Acts

03 Attempts/Threats to Murder, Assaults, Harassments and Related offences

02 Sexual Offences

01 Homicide Offences

Figure B.1 - Percentage change in recorded offences
2007 - 2008

Recorded Crime

Percentage Change in Volume of Recorded Offences:

2007 – 2008

The graph below (Figure B.1) shows the percentage change in the volume of recorded offences in

the 16 top level groups, under the Irish Crime Classification System (ICCS), between 2007 and

2008. It gives an indication of which offence groups have increased and decreased in 2008,

compared with 2007.

The offence groups with the highest percentage increases between 2007 and 2008 were

Controlled Drug Offences (ICCS Group 10) which increased by over a quarter and, Offences

against Government, Justice Procedures and Organisation (ICCS Group 15) which increased by

over a fifth.

There were also some decreases in recorded offences between 2007 and 2008, most noticeably

in Homicide Offences (ICCS Group 01) which decreased by almost a third and, Kidnapping and

Related Offences (ICCS Group 05) which fell by 27 %.

See Table B.1 for number of offences in each group.
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Figure B.2 - Percentage change in recorded offences
2004 - 2008

Recorded Crime

Percentage Change in Volume of Recorded Offences:

2004 – 2008

The following section looks at the changes in the offence groups over the longer-term. The graph

below shows the rate of change in the 16 main recorded offence groups under the Irish Crime

Classification System (ICCS) between 2004 and 2008.

There has been considerable change in the volume of offences recorded in a number of groups, in

the period between 2004 and 2008. In particular Controlled Drug Offences (ICCS 10) increased

by 137%, Offences against Government, Justice Procedures and Organisation (ICCS 15) more

than doubled (106%) and Weapons and Explosive Offences (ICCS Group 11) rose by 86% in this

period.

On the other hand the number of recorded Sexual Offences (ICCS 02) decreased by one-fifth and

Robbery, Extortion and Hijacking Offences (ICCS 06) fell by 9%, between 2004 and 2008.

See Table B.1 for number of offences in each group.
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Table B.2 – Detection rates for the 16 ICCS Offence Groups, 2004 - 2008

ICCS Offence Groups

2004

Detection

rate

2005

Detection

rate

2006

Detection

rate

2007

Detection

Rate

2008

Detection

Rate

01 Homicide Offences 95% 83% 87% 87% 83%

02 Sexual Offences 56% 53% 56% 57% 57%

63% 60% 61% 60% 59%

04 Dangerous or Negligent Acts 99% 99% 99% 99% 99%

05 Kidnapping and Related Offences 54% 58% 58% 56% 57%

06 Robbery, Extortion and Hijacking Offences 37% 41% 48% 50% 50%

07 Burglary and Related Offences 17% 18% 22% 24% 26%

08 Theft and Related Offences 31% 32% 36% 36% 31%

09 Fraud, Deception and Related Offences 69% 59% 52% 45% 53%

10 Controlled Drug Offences 96% 96% 98% 98% 99%

11 Weapons and Explosives Offences 82% 85% 89% 87% 91%

12 Damage to Property and to the Environment 19% 19% 21% 23% 22%

13 Public Order and other Social Code Offences 86% 83% 89% 91% 93%

14 Road and Traffic Offences (NEC) 99% 99% 99% 99% 99%

97% 99% 98% 98% 98%

16 Offences Not Elsewhere Classified 65% 59% 68% 65% 69%

03 Attempts/Threats to Murder, Assaults, Harassments and

Related offences

15 Offences against Government, Justice Procedures and

Organisation of Crime

Detection rates for Recorded Offences

This section examines the overall detection rate for each of the 16 offence groups in the ICCS, for

each year from 2004 to 2008.

Note on interpretation of detection rates

The detection rates referred to in this section are for an entire group of offences, and detection

rates for specific offences will vary within the group, and are affected by relative volumes within the

group. It is also important to remember that, as with all PULSE data, detection rates may be

subject to revision as more information becomes available to An Garda Síochána. For this reason

detection rates for the entire offence group should be considered as indicative of the trend for a

whole range of offences, at a particular point in time, and interpreted with caution.

Garda Recorded Crime Statistics 2004-2008 15



There is little change in the detection rates of most offence groups between 2007 and 2008, apart

from the detection rate for Fraud, Deception and Related Offences (ICCS Group 09) which is up

from 45% in 2007 to 53% in 2008. Over the longer term, detection rates for the majority of offence

groups are quite stable in the period between 2004 and 2008. However, it is notable that the

detection rates for Robbery, Extortion and Hijacking Offences (ICCS Group 06) increased from

37% to 50% in the period. On the other hand the detection rate for Fraud, Deception and Related

Offences (ICCS Group 09) is down from 69% in 2003 to 53% in 2007, and the rate for Homicide

Offences (ICCS Group 01) is also down from 95% to 83%. See Table B.2.

Summary of the 16 ICCS Offence Groups

The following gives a short description of the overall trends in recorded and detected offences in

each group of offences for 2008.

Note on interpretation

Each ICCS Group is made up of many different types of offence that may not be fully represented

in the title of the group. For this reason, it is necessary to examine the detail of each group to

determine which particular offences are driving change in the group as a whole.

01 Homicide Offences

The number of Homicide Offences recorded during 2008 was 89, down from 132 in 2007. In the

period between 2004 and 2008 there was a decrease of 9% in the number of Homicide Offences

recorded by the Gardaí. In 2008, 83% of recorded homicide offences were detected. See Chapter 1.

02 Sexual Offences

There was a 3% rise in the number of Sexual Offences recorded by the Gardaí in 2008, compared

to 2007. The number of offences recorded rose from 1,366 in 2007 to 1,408 in 2008. The number

of Sexual Offences recorded in 2007 is down 20% from the number recorded in 2004. The

detection rate for recorded Sexual Offences in 2008 was 57%, unchanged from 2007, and an

increase of 1% on 2004. See Chapter 2.

03 Attempts/Threats to Murder, Assaults, Harassments and Related offences

Recorded offences in this group increased by 8% in 2008 from 17,666 in 2006 to 19,152 in 2008,

and have increased by almost 44% since 2004. 59% of offences of this type were detected in 2008

which is down slightly from 60% in 2007 and 63% in 2004. See Chapter 3.

04 Dangerous or Negligent Acts

In 2008 there were 238,300 recorded offences in this category, which represents a decrease of

7%. The longer-term trend for this group of offences shows that the number of offences has

increased by 13%, in the period between 2004 and 2008. The detection rate for this group of

offences is always almost 100%, which is predictable given the nature of these offences. See

Chapter 4.
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05 Kidnapping and False Imprisonment

There were 77 offences recorded in this group in 2008, which is a decrease of almost 27% on the

106 offences recorded in 2007. A detection rate of 57% was attained for offences recorded in this

group in 2008 an increase on the detection rate in 2004 which was 54%. See Chapter 5.

06 Robbery, Extortion and Hijacking Offences

There were 2,299 Robbery, Extortion and Hijacking Offences recorded in 2008, an increase of 6%

on the same figure in 2007. Overall, total offences within this group reduced by 15% since 2004.

Detection rates for the whole group have increased each year from 37% in 2004 to 50% in 2008.

See Chapter 6.

07 Burglary and Related Offences

In 2008, 24,864 Burglary and Related Offences were recorded in the state. This is an increase of

5% on the same figure one year previously and an overall reduction of 1% on the comparable

figure in 2004. Detection rates have been rising steadily since 2004, from 17% to 26% in 2008.

See Chapter 7.

08 Theft and Related Offences

More than 76,863 Theft and Related Offences were recorded in 2008. The volume of these

offences has remained fairly static over the years, increasing by 2% since 2007 and by 6% since

2004. 31% of all Theft and Related Offences were detected in 2007 compared to 36% in 2007.

See Chapter 8.

09 Fraud, Deception and Related Offences

There were 5,411 Fraud, Deception and Related Offences recorded in 2008. This is a decrease of

8% on the comparable figure in 2007 and an increase of 48% on the same figure in 2004. The

overall detection rate for this group was 53% in 2007, a decrease of 16 percentage points on the

same rate in 2004. See Chapter 9.

10 Controlled Drug Offences

In 2008, 23,405 Controlled Drug Offences were recorded, an increase of 26% on the comparable

figure in 2007. Controlled Drugs Offences have more than doubled (137%) in the period from 2004

to 2008. Detection rates are high for this group, which is predictable given the nature of these

offences. See Chapter 10.

11 Weapons and Explosives Offences

In 2008 there 4,016 offences recorded in this group. This was an increase of 12% on the 2007

figure and an increase of 86% on the 2004 figure. A detection rate of 91% was attained for this

offence group in 2008 and this is very much in line with detection rates for previous years. See

Chapter 11.
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12 Offences against Property and the Environment

There were 44,626 Damage to Property and to the Environment recorded in 2008, an increase of

3% on 2007. However, the number of recorded offences has risen 20% since 2004. The detection

rate for offences of this nature has remained around 20% in the period between 2004 (19%) and

2008 (22%). See Chapter 12.

13 Public Order and other Social Code Offences

The number of recorded offences in this group rose 2% in 2008, from 60,586 to 61,822. In the

period 2004 – 2008 the number of offences rose 27%. The detection rate for offences recorded in

this group in 2008 was 93%, which was an increase of 2% on 2007. See Chapter 13.

14 Road and Traffic Offences

There were 332,372 Road and Traffic Offences recorded in 2008. This represents an increase of

5% on the comparable figure in 2007. Not surprisingly, given the nature of these offences,

detection rates for this group are very high, with 99% of all recorded 2008 offences being detected.

See Chapter 14.

15 Offences against Government, Justice Procedures and Org. of Crime

Nearly 13,290 Offences against Government, Justice Procedures and Organisation of Crime were

recorded in 2008, an increase of 21% on the 2007 figure. This also represents a rise of 106% on

the 2004 total. An overall detection rate of 98% was attained for this group of offences in 2008.

See Chapter 15.

16 Offences Not Elsewhere Classified

In 2008, 3,505 Offences Not Elsewhere Classified were recorded. This is an increase of 17% on

the number recorded in 2007. Nearly 70% of offences within this group were detected in 2008.

See Chapter 16.
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Chapter 1

Homicide Offences

There were 89 Homicide Offences (ICCS Group 01) recorded in 2008 representing a decrease of

almost one-third (32.6%) on the 132 recorded offences in 2007. Offences in this group had

increased year on year between 2004 and 2006 and then decreased every year in the time period

2006-2008, reaching the lowest level for these years in 2008.

In 2008, Homicide Offences had a detection rate of over 83%, with 74 offences detected. See

Figure 1.1 and Table 1.1.

There were 55 recorded Murder/Manslaughter/Infanticide (ICCS 011) offences in 2008, compared

to 85 in 2007. Offences of this type increased consistently from 2004 to 2007, rising over 88% in

this time period and then fell by 35.3% between 2007 and 2008. There was a detection rate of

72.7% for these offences in 2008.

34 offences of Dangerous Driving Leading to Death (ICCS 012) offences were recorded in 2008.

This is almost 28% less than the figure for 2007. A discussion of this apparent decrease is given in

the technical notes section below. Recorded Dangerous Driving Leading to Death offences

increased by 28.3% in the period 2004 to 2006, from 53 to 68, and then decreased by half, to 34,

between 2006 and 2008.

Relevant proceedings were taken for 67 of the Homicide Offences recorded in 2008. Court

proceedings were commenced in relation to 32 offences. Convictions were returned in relation to

8 instances, while proceedings in relation to 21 were still pending. See Table 1.2.

Males composed three quarters of those convicted for Homicide Offences in 2008. See Table 1.3.

Comparing per capita figures for 2008, shows that Limerick Garda Division, in the Southern

Region, was highest for recorded Murder/Manslaughter/Infanticide offences, while Laois/Offaly

Garda Division was highest for Dangerous Driving Leading to Death offences. See Tables 1.4a

and 1.4b.
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Figure 1.1: Homicide Offences, recorded and detected,
2004-2008

Recorded Detected

In 2008, there were 55 victims of Murder and Manslaughter (ICCS 0111 and 0112 respectively)

offences. Of these, 45 were male, 10 were female, and 40 were Irish. Guns were involved in 21

Murder and Manslaughter offences, while knives were involved in 12 offences. See Table 1.5.

Technical note

Dangerous Driving Leading to Death Offences (ICCS 012)

A decrease was noted in the number of recorded Dangerous Driving Leading to Death Offences

(ICCS 012) between 2007 and 2008, from 47 to 34. The apparent decrease in these offences is

partly due to the fact that all road collision investigations for this period have not yet concluded,

which may result in some offences being reclassified as Group 01 – Homicide Offences.
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Table 1.5 Victims of Murder/Manslaughter/Infanticide (ICCS 011) by sex, age, nationality and

weapon used, 2004-2008

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

State 45 65 70 85 55

Sex

Male 37 56 57 69 45

Female 8 9 13 16 10

Age group

Under 18 3 2 4 8 2

18 - 24 5 11 24 15 8

25 - 44 31 35 30 44 34

45+ 6 17 12 18 11

Nationality

Irish 38 53 62 69 43

Non-Irish 7 12 8 16 11

Not Stated 0 0 0 0 1

Weapon Involved

Gun 9 22 27 18 21

Knife 15 21 22 34 12

Other/None 21 22 21 33 22
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Chapter 2

Sexual Offences

There were 1,407 Sexual Offences (ICCS 02) recorded in 2008 representing an increase (3%) on

the 1,366 recorded offences in 2007. Reported offences in this group had decreased year on year

between 2004 and 2008.

In 2008, Sexual Offences had a detection rate of 56.5%, with 795 offences detected. See Figure

2.1 and Table 2.1.

There were 891 recorded Sexual assault (not aggravated) (ICCS 0215) offences in 2008,

compared to 809 in 2007. Offences of this type decreased consistently from 2005 to 2007, falling

30.0% in this time period. There was a detection rate of 58.6% for these offences in 2008.

Relevant proceedings were taken for 329 of the Sexual Offences recorded in 2008. Court

proceedings were commenced in relation to 158 offences. Convictions were returned in relation to

29 instances, while proceedings in relation to 106 are still pending. See Table 2.2.

No females were convicted for Sexual Offences in 2008. The majority (55.2%) of those convicted

were males in the 25-44 age category. See Table 2.3.

Comparing per capita figures for 2008, shows that North Central DMR Garda Division, in the DMR

Region, was highest for recorded Rape of a male or female offences (ICCS 0211), while Waterford

Garda Division was highest for Defilement of a boy or girl less than 17 years (ICCS 0212) offences.

South Central DMR Garda Division had the highest per capita figure for the combined total for

Sexual offence involving mentally impaired person (ICCS 0213), Aggravated sexual assault (ICCS

0214) and Sexual Assault (not aggravated) (ICCS 0215). See Tables 2.4a, 2.4b, 2.4c and 2.4d.

Garda Recorded Crime Statistics 2004-2008 27



0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

1,800

2,000

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Figure 2.1: Sexual Offences, recorded and detected,
2004-2008
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Chapter 3

Attempts/Threats to Murder, Assaults,

Harassments and Related Offences

There were 19,152 Attempts/Threats to Murder, Assaults, Harassments or Related Offences

(ICCS 03) recorded in 2008 representing an increase of 8.4% on the 17,666 recorded offences in

2007. Reported offences in this group have increased year on year between 2004 and 2008.

In 2008, Attempts/Threats to Murder, Assaults, Harassments and Related Offences had a

detection rate of over 59%, with 11,317 offences detected. See Figure. 3.1 and Table 3.1.

There were 201 recorded Murder-threat (ICCS 0312) offences in 2008, compared to 161 in 2007.

Recorded offences of Minor Assault (ICCS 0324) increased by 10.0% between 2007 (10,995

offences) and 2008 (12,105). In relation to Harassment, stalking, threats offences (ICCS 0331),

there were 788 recorded offences, an increase of over 31% on 2007.

Relevant proceedings were taken in relation to 5,061 of the Attempts/Threats to Murder, Assaults,

Harassments and Related Offences recorded in 2008. Court proceedings were commenced in

relation to 3,433 offences. Convictions were returned in relation to 1,025 instances, while

proceedings in relation to 738 were still pending. See Table 3.2.

Considering the age and gender breakdown of those convicted for Attempts/Threats to Murder,

Assaults, Harassments and Related Offences in 2008, 79 were committed by males under the age

of 18 while 12 were committed by females under the age of 18. The age group, for males, with the

most convictions was the 18-24 category, while for females, the age group with most convictions

was the 25-44 one. The vast majority of convictions (1,014) were for Assault (ICCS 032). See

Table 3.3.

Comparing per capita figures for 2008, shows that Limerick Garda Division, was highest for

recorded Murder- Threat offences (ICCS 0312), while North Central DMR Division was highest for

Assault Causing Harm and Poisoning Offences (ICCS 0321,0322). Donegal Garda Division and

Mayo Garda Division have the highest and second highest per-capita figures for Harassment and

Related Offences (ICCS 033). See Tables 3.4a, 3.4c and 3.4e
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Chapter 4

Dangerous or Negligent Acts

There were 238,300 Dangerous or Negligent Acts Offences (ICCS 04) recorded in 2008

representing a decrease (6.7%) on 2007. There had been an increase in these offences in the

period 2005-2007. The great majority of these offences are Dangerous or Negligent Operation of a

Vehicle Offences (ICCS 041). In 2008, Dangerous or Negligent Acts Offences had a detection rate

of over 99%. See Figure 4.1 and Table 4.1.

There were 174,200 recorded Speeding (ICCS 0415) offences in 2008, compared to 192,320 in

2007. In 2008, there were 44,513 recorded Dangerous/careless driving and motorway offences

(ICCS 0414), an increase of 2,306 on 2007. Over the same period, Driving/In charge of a vehicle

while over legal alcohol limit offences (ICCS 0414) decreased by almost 10% to 17,940.

Abandoning a child, child neglect and cruelty offences (ICCS 0422) decreased by 3.4% between

2007 and 2008.

Relevant proceedings were taken for 57,820 of the Dangerous or Negligent Acts Offences

recorded in 2008. Court proceedings were commenced in relation to 46,989 offences.

Convictions were returned in relation to 18,049 instances, while non-convictions were returned in

relation to 26,835. See Table 4.2.

Of those convicted for offences recorded in 2008, over 48% were in the 25-44 age category. See

Table 4.3.

The Eastern Garda Region had the highest per-capita rates for Dangerous/careless driving and

motorway offences, with 1,194 offences per 100,000 population. See Table 4.4d.

Technical Note

Dangerous or Negligent Acts offences (ICCS Group 04)

The data on road-related offences in Group 04 incorporates administrative data provided by An

Garda Síochana’s FCPS (Fixed Charge Penalty System) data, in addition to PULSE data. The

number of offence types included on the FCPS system was extended in April, 2006.
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Chapter 5

Kidnapping and

Related Offences

There were 77 recorded offences in Kidnapping and Related Offences (ICCS Group 05) in 2008, a

decrease of over a quarter (27.4%) on the number recorded in 2007. It is important also to note

that a new offence type Human trafficking offences (ICCS 0513) was added to this group in 2008,

which will affect the overall total. Between 2004 and 2005 there was no change in the number of

offences recorded in this group. Between 2005 and 2007, the number recorded rose by just over

43%, from 74 to 106.

In 2008, there was a 57.1% detection rate for this group. False imprisonment (ICCS 0511)

offences had a detection rate of over 72% (34 of 47 offences recorded).

Of the 77 offences recorded in 2008, 47 were False imprisonment, 23 were Abduction of person

under 16 years of age (ICCS 0512), the remainder being Human trafficking offences. See Table

5.1.

There were 18 recorded Kidnapping and False Imprisonment offences where relevant

proceedings were taken. Court proceedings were commenced in relation to 13 of these offences.

Convictions were achieved in relation to 4 offences recorded in 2008, while court proceedings in

relation to 7 offences were still pending. See Table 5.2.

All those convicted of offences in this group were male, in the 18-44 age bracket. See Table 5.3.

Also included are detailed figures for the number of recorded offences, detections and offences

leading to further relevant proceedings at Garda division level and regional level for selected

offence types within this group. See Table 5.4a.
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Chapter 6

Robbery, Extortion and Hijacking

Offences

There were 2,299 Robbery, Extortion and Hijacking Offences recorded in 2008. This was a slight

increase on 2007 but is 15.4% lower than in 2004, when 2,717 crimes in this group were recorded.

There were 869 Robbery of an establishment or institution (ICCS 0611) offences recorded in 2008.

This was an increase of 55 (6.8%) on the figure in 2007.

There was little change in the number of recorded Robbery from the person (ICCS 0613) offences

in 2008 compared with 2007 but the number recorded was 214 (14.5%) lower than in 2004.

Robbery of cash or goods in transit (ICCS 0612) offences dropped overall between 2004 and

2008, from 61 to 26. Hijacking Offences (ICCS 063) increased by 55 (90.2%) between 2007 and

2008, from 61 to 116. See Table 6.1 and Figure 6.1.

In 2008, just over 50% of offences in this group were detected. See Table 6.1.

Relevant proceedings were taken for 726 or over 31% of Robbery, Extortion and Hijacking

Offences recorded in 2008. Court proceedings were commenced in relation to 555 offences. Of

these, 191 led to convictions, and 253 were pending. See Table 6.2.

Over 96% of persons convicted for offences within this group were male. Almost half of these were

aged 25-44, while 29 were aged under 18. See Table 6.3.

Detailed figures for 2008 show that Dublin Metropolitan Region had the highest number of

offences recorded per capita for this group. See Table 6.4.
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